IN THE MATTER OF : BEFORE THE FAIRVIEW TOWNSHIP
THE APPLICATION OF: : ZONING HEARING BOARD
JACOB and LINDSEY HELMICK : YORK COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

: DOCKET NO. 2020-06

DECISION GRANTING A VARIANCE TO §300-30(C)(1)(b) OF THE ZONING
ORDINANCE IN THE SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

The Applicants applied for a dimensional variance to the Fairview Township Zoning
Ordinance, under Section 300-30(C)(1)(b) in order to construct a 3,600 square foot pole building
on their property located at 503 Big Spring Road, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania 17070, in the
Single Family Residential District of the Township. The hearing on the application was held on
September 17, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. at the Fairview Township Municipal Building, 599 Lewisberry

Road, New Cumberland, PA 17070.

FINDINGS OF FACT

l. The Applicants are Jacob and Lindsey Helmick with an address of 503 Big Spring
Road, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania, 17070.

2. The Applicants’ property is located in the Single Family Residential (RS) District
of Fairview Township. The lot is 3.5 acres in area and is improved with multiple existing
accessory buildings.

3. Notice of the hearing was properly advertised; the property was properly posted;
and all neighboring property owners required to be notified of the hearing were notified in
accordance with the Township Ordinance and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.

4, Testitying for the Applicants were Jacob Helmick and Lindsey Helmick, the

Applicants; Michael C. D’ Angelo, PLS, 725 Elkwood Drive, New Cumberland, PA. Also



testifying was Joan Baker, 426 Old York Road, New Cumberland, PA, an adjoining property
owner.

5. The Applicants wish to construct a 3,600 square foot pole building, which will be
utilized as a three-car garage and storage area for personal belongings of the Applicants and not
for any business use. The proposed building exceeds the square footage of the primary
residence, which is the dimensional limit for accessory structures in the RS District under the
Ordinance.

6. Mr. D’ Angelo presented a plot plan of the existing 3.5-acre property, showing
existing small accessory buildings, the location of the proposed building, and the prior location
of a 2,749 square foot barn which was on the property for many years but was removed prior to
the purchase by the Applicants.

7. The Applicants testified that the existing accessory structures would be removed
prior to the construction of the proposed pole building.

8. Stephen M. Waller, Zoning Officer for Fairview Township, testified that the
footprint of the primary residence is 1,601 square feet. Mr. Waller also testified that if the
property were in the adjoining Residential Living (RL) District, there would be no need for a
variance relating to size of the accessory building in this lot. Mr. Waller further testified that it
was his opinion that the allowance of the requested variance would not conflict with the general
intent of the Ordinance given the size of this parcel and its location. The dimensional limit is

primarily tailored to smaller one (1) acre or less sized lots.



CONCLUSIONS

1. The Applicants have the burden of establishing their entitlement to the requested
dimensional variance to Ordinance Section 300-30(C)(1)(b).

2. On the basis of the testimony and documentary evidence presented, the Board
hereby concludes that the request for a dimensional variance should be granted, subject to the
following conditions: (1) the building shall be no greater than 2,800 square feet in area; and (2)

the existing accessory buildings shall be removed within twelve (12) months.

DECISION
On the basis of the foregoing findings and conclusions, and on the basis of all testimony
and evidence presented at the hearing, the Board hereby concludes that the request for a
dimensional variance under Section 300-30(C)(1)(b) of the Zoning Ordinance should be granted
subject to the following conditions: (1) the building shall be no greater than 2,800 square feet in

area; and (2) the existing accessory buildings shall be removed within twelve (12) months.

The application was approved upon motion made by Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Mader,

and adopted 2-1, with Mr. Bashore dissenting.

FAIRVIEW TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING
BOARD

Dated: OctoberB 0 , 2020

Distribution: Applicants
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