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IN THE MATTER OF : BEFORE THE FAIRVIEW TOWNSHIP
THE APPLICATION OF : ZONING HEARING BOARD
THOMAS D. HENSON : YORK COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
: DOCKET NO. 2016-09
DECISION GRANTING A SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR AN ACCESSORY

APARTMENT IN THE RURAL LIVING ZONING DISTRICT
PURSUANT TO SECTION 300-15 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE

The Applicant applied for a special exception for an accessory apartment pursuant to
Section 300-15 of the Fairview Township Zoning Ordinance at 893 Siddonsburg Road,
Lewisberry, PA 17339, located in the Rural Living Zoning District of the Township. Hearings
on the application were held on December 15, 2016 and January 19, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., at the
Fairview Township Municipal Building, 599 Lewisberry Road, New Cumberland, PA 17070.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Applicant is Thomas D. Henson, 893 Siddonsburg Road, Lewisberry,
Pennsylvania, 17339. The premises, which is the subject of the application, is the Applicant’s
residence.

2. The Applicant’s residence is in the Rural Living Zoning District of Fairview
Township. Itis 5.35 acres in area.

3. The proposed accessory apartment will be constructed in the existing basement
area to provide 748 square feet of living space in the apartment. The accessory apartment will
have its own kitchen and bathroom facilities. The apartment will use the existing home’s
electric, well water, and private septic. There is an existing private entrance, and the bedroom
will have an egress window to meet building code requirements. There will be no separate

driveway or other exterior alterations to the property.



4. Mr. Henson testified regarding the specifications required under Section 300-76.A
for the accessory apartment. He testified that the septic system was upgraded in 1992 and will
adequately handle the needs of the proposed accessory apartment and, therefore, no further
alterations/upgrades will be needed to the septic system.

5. The Codes Administration Director for Fairview Township testified and
confirmed that the proposed accessory apartment as described met the township fire codes and
did not raise any other concerns.

6. Notice of the hearing was properly advertised; the property was properly posted;
and all neighboring property owners required to be notified of the hearing were notified in
accordance with the Township Ordinance and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.

1 Accessory apartments require a special exception pursuant to Section 300-15 of
the Zoning Ordinance. The specific Ordinance requirements for accessory apartments are
delineated in Section 300-76.A and are applicable to this application. Each of the detailed
specifications of Section 300-76.A were addressed at the hearings and the Applicant
demonstrated that the proposed accessory apartment will comply in all respects with these
Ordinance requirements.

8. The Applicant further demonstrated that the proposed accessory apartment
will meet all the general requirements for special exceptions enumerated in the Fairview

Township Zoning Ordinance Section 300-99.E.3.



CONCLUSIONS

1. Pursuant to Section 300-15 of the Zoning Ordinance, accessory apartments are
permitted in the Rural Living Zoning District by special exception, subject to compliance with
the criteria of Sections 300-76.A and 300-99.E.3 of the Zoning Ordinance.

P The application meets all of the standards established under Section 300-76.A of
the Zoning Ordinance, and further meets all of the general criteria for special exceptions set forth
in Section 300-99.E.3 of the Zoning Ordinance. The Applicant should therefore be granted a

special exception for the accessory apartment.

DECISION
On the basis of the foregoing findings and conclusions and on the basis of all the
testimony and evidence presented at the Hearing, the Zoning Hearing Board hereby grants the
application for a special exception authorizing an accessory apartment at the Applicant’s
residence at 893 Siddonsburg Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339.
The application was approved upon the motion made by Mr. Maxwell, seconded by Mr.

Bashore and adopted 3-0 by the Board members present and voting.

FAIRVIEW TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING
BOARD

Dated: February 16, 2017

Tjfhothy &7 Mader, Chairman

Distribution:
Applicant



